










The basic criteria for eligibility in the IPP are:

• �A Master’s degree or equivalent with outstanding grades 

   (students can apply before receiving their degree)

• Strong communication skills in English

• Prior experience in a lab or research environment

THE IPP PROVIDES AN EFFICIENT RECRUITMENT PROCESS

The IPP typically announces two calls for applications each year and receives ~500 applications per call. 

Application to the IPP is competitive. The first step is an online application via the programme’s webpage. 

After a stringent selection process including all group leaders within the IPP, shortlisted students (~10% of the 

applicants) will be invited to Mainz for several days of presentations, interviews and visits of the host labs.

Despite competing with other prominent PhD 

programmes in Europe, the majority (average 83%) of 

candidates offered a position in the IPP accept. 

CONTACT

International PhD Programme 

PhD@imb.de • www.imb.de/PhD 



INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

IMB’s International Summer School (ISS, www.imb.de/ISS) is a 6-week programme that offers outstanding 

undergraduate, Masters and (exceptionally) PhD students from all over the world an opportunity to develop their 

scientific knowledge and practical skills, and receive hands-on training from leading scientists. The programme is 

entirely in English and focuses on “Gene Regulation, Epigenetics and Genome Stability”.

The ISS gives students advanced training 

through lectures by group leaders at IMB, 

Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 

(JGU) and the University Medical Center 

(UMC). They also have the opportunity 

to further develop their understanding 

in discussion groups and work on 

innovative research projects in a host 

group at IMB in one of six cutting-

edge fields.

Research topics  

  in the ISS

Ageing & Disease

D	A Repair

Epigenetics

Computational Biology

R	A Biology

Gene Regulation  

& Evolution

The ISS has participating research groups at: 

•	 IMB

•	 Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (JGU) 

•	 University Medical Centre (UMC)

Additionally, the ISS provides 

training in professional skills that 

scientists need to maximise success 

in their career, such as presentation 

and communication techniques.

The ISS more than met my e�pectations! It 

combines great e
ucation with e�cellent 

hands-on experience. 

“

„

Despina Giamaki 

ISS student from Greece 
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INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

The ISS has welcomed participants from all over the world to Mainz:

University o� Ox�ord 

Imperial College London

Federal University 

o� Rio de Janeiro

ETH Zurich

Lomonosov Moscow 

State University

Uppsala University

Taras Shevchenko 

National University 

o� Kyiv

Kyoto  

University

University  

o� Florida

154 participants 

�rom 37 countries &  

top institutions, �or example…

Since 2012

Former participants have  

evaluated the ISS very 

positively, with 98% rating 

the ISS as “excellent” or 

“very good”:

33% “very good” 

2% “as expected” 

65% “excellent” 

CONTACT

International Summer School

ISS@imb.de • www.imb.de/ISS 

The ISS has a friendly and international atmosphere and includes social activities to allow participants to 

network with other young scientists in Mainz and all over the world.

Network with internationally 

leading researchers

Connect with the ISS alumni 

community

Join ISS alumni at prestigious institutions like:

•	 Oxford University 

•	 Cambridge University 

•	 EMBL

The training and experience provided by the ISS is an ideal way for young, aspiring researchers to get a head 

start on a scientific career.
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